
THE AUBURN BARGE CANAL PROJECT
A  r e f e r e n d u m  t o  a p p r o p r ia t e  $ 8 ,8 0 0 ,0 0 0  to  c o m p le t e  t h e  A u b u m - P o r t  B y r o n  s p u r , a n d  
a f f o r d  w a t e r  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  f o r  5 0 0 ,0 0 0  to n s .

Immediate Gains to the Taxpayers of New York State

A n n u a l  s a v i n g  o f  $ 2 0 5 ,0 0 0  i n  f r e i g h t  r a t e s .
A n n u a l  s a v i n g  o f  $ 3 0 0 ,0 0 0  i n  h y d r o - e l e c t r i c  p o w e r .
A n n u a l  s a v i n g  o f  $ 5 2 ,0 0 0  i n  o p e r a t in g  A u b u r n  P r i s o n .
A n n u a l  s a v i n g  o f  $ 2 5 ,0 0 0  i n  o p e r a t in g  A u b u r n ’s  m u n ic ip a l  w a t e r  w o r k s .  
I m m e d ia t e  s a v i n g  o f  $ 7 5 0 ,0 0 0  f o r  p l a n t  e x t e n s io n  in  b o t h  A u b u r n  P r i s o n  f o r  M e n  
a n d  A u b u r n  P r i s o n  f o r  W o m e n .
A n n u a l  s a v i n g  o f  $ 4 0 0 ,0 0 0  in  h y d r o - e le c t r ic  p o w e r  a b o v e  p r o p o s e d  c a n a l  a n d  in  t h e  
M o r a v ia  V a l l e y .
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T h e  A u b u r n  B a r g e  C a n a l  S p u r  i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a  c o n v ic t io n  c r e a t e d  b y  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  
c o n d i t io n s  i n  C e n tr a l  N e w  Y o r k  t h a t  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  i s  f a c i n g  a  g r a v e  m e n a c e  t o  i t s  c o n t in u e d  
d e v e lo p m e n t  a n d  p r o s p e r i t y .

T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C e n s u s  o f  1 9 2 0  s h o w s  t h a t  in  t h e  s i x t e e n  c i t i e s  o f  N e w  Y o r k  S t a t e  n o w  
o f  2 5 ,0 0 0  to  1 0 0 ,0 0 0  p o p u la t io n ,  a l l  h a v e  s h o w n  a n  in c r e a s e  r a n g in g  f r o m  1 0 %  t o  3 7 %  d u r in g  
t h e  p a s t ' t e n  y e a r s  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t io n  o f  A u b u r n , w h ic h  in c r e a s e d  o n ly  4 .4 % . B y  d e c a d e s  t h e  
s a m e  r e p o r t  s h o w s  f o r  A u b u r n  t h e  f o l lo w in g :

1 8 9 0 -1 9 0 0  .......................................................................................1 7 .4  p e r  c e n t .
1 9 0 0 -1 9 1 0  .......................................................................................1 4 .2  p e r  c e n t
1 9 1 0 -1 9 2 0  ....................................................................................... 4 .4  p e r  c e n t .

W i t h  t h e  f u r t h e r  r e a l i z a t io n  t h a t  A u b u r n  i s  t h e  o n l y  c i t y  i n  t h e  f e r t i l e  a g r ic u l t u r a l  a n d
t h r i v i n g  in d u s t r i a l  b e l t  a c r o s s  t h e  E m p ir e  S t a t e  t h a t  d e p e n d s  u p o n  o n e - t r a c k  r a i l  f a c i l i t i e s ;
t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  o n l y  c i t y  i n  t h e  N e w  Y o r k  S t a t e  B a r g e  C a n a l z o n e  n o t  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  i t ,  a l t h o  i t s  
O w a s c o  R iv e r  i s  a  f e e d e r  o f  t h e  B a r g e  C a n a l;  a n d  r e a l i z i n g  a l s o  t h a t  e v e r y  c i t y  i n  t h i s  s e c t io n  
o f  t h e  s t a t e  s u r r o u n d in g  A u b u r n ,  v iz .  I t h a c a  o n t h e  S o u t h ,  G e n e v a  o n  t h e  W e s t ,  O s w e g o  o n  t h e  
N o r t h ,  a n d  S y r a c u s e  o n  t h e  E a s t  h a v e  d ir e c t  m a in  l in e  r a i l r o a d s  a n d  t h e  N e w  Y o r k  S t a t e  
B a r g e  C a n a l t o  s e r v e  t h e m , t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  A u b u r n  s e e k  t o  h a v e  e r e c t e d  t h e  A u b u r n  B a r g e  
C a n a l  S p u r  i n  t h e  c a n a l i z e d  O w a s c o  R i v e r  in  o r d e r  to  g i v e  t h e m  a n  e q u a l  c h a n c e  w i t h  a l l  
o t h e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e .

T h e  A u b u r n  B a r g e  C a n a l  p r o j e c t  i n v o l v e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e c o n o m ic  b e n e f i t s  t o  t h e  p e o p le  
o f  A u b u r n ,  C a y u g a  C o u n t y  a n d  N e w  Y o r k  S t a t e :

1. An annual saving of $205,000 in freight rates with a probability that this will 
be largely increased in the near future.

2. An annual saving of at least $300,000 in hydro-electric power. ,
3. An annual saving of $52,000 a year for power and light for operating the 

Auburn prison for men and Auburn prison for women.
4 . An annual saving of $25,000 a year for' gteam power to pump the Auburn 

water supply through the municipally owned water works.
5. An immediate saving in capital outlay by the state estimated by State Archi

tect Pilcher at $750,000 for a new central steam plant for the Auburn prisons 
to replace fourteen antiquated plants.

6. An annual increase of water power above the canal basin benefitting the power 
sites on the Owasco River and in the entire Moravia Valley adding substan
tially to the economic gains enumerated above.

T h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  A u b u r n  B a r g e  C a n a l  b r i e f ly  t o l d  i s  t h i s :
^ ~ > A V h e n  D e w i t t  C l in t o n  f ir s t  c o n c e iv e d  t h e  E r ie  C a n a l  l ie  c o n t e m p la t e d  a  t r a n s - s t a t e  c a n a l  

w h ic h  s h o u ld  h a v e  a  s p u r  a t  A u b u r n  t o  g o  u p  t h e  M o r a v ia  v a l l e y  t o  t h e  h e a d  w a t e r s  o f  t h e  S u s -  
q u e h a n n fc u R iv e r  w h ic h  h e  e x p e c t e d  P e n n s y l v a n i a  to  d e v e lo p  to  i t s  m o u t h  a t  H a v r e  d e  G r a c e , M d .

I n  1 8 1 0  C l in t o n  v i s i t e d  A u b u r n  to  p l a n  f o r  t h e  c a n a l  b u t  w h e n  i t  w a s  f in a l ly  l o c a t e d  o n e  
o f  t h e  l o c a t i n g  c o m m is s io n e r s ,  H o n . M y r o n  H o l l e y  o f  L y o n s ,  in d u c e d  t h e  s t a t e  t o  t a k e  th e  n o r t h 
e r n  r o u t e  h a v i n g  t h e  c a n a l  p a s s  t h r o u g h  h i s  h o m e  to w n .

A f t e r  t h e  c a n a l  w a s  b u i l t  A u b u r n  r e a l i z e d  i t s  lo s s ,  a n d  W m . H . S e w a r d ,  l a t e r  G o v e r n o r  
o f  N e w  Y o r k , U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t o r  a n d  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  o r g a n iz e d ’ a n  A u b u r n  B a r g e  C a n a l  
S p u r  m o v e m e n t .

O n  J u n e  1 3 th , 1 8 2 7  E lk a n a h  W a t s o n  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  e n g in e e r s  o f  t h e  
R e v o lu t io n a r y  p e r io d  c a m e  t o  A u b u r n  a s  h i s  g u e s t ,  a n d  s u r v e y e d  t h e  p r o p o s e d  r o u te .  T h e y  
e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  a g i t a t e d  t h e  e r e c t io n  o f  t h e  s p u r ,  a n d  r a i s e d  $ 100,000 w i t h  w h i c h  t o  b u i ld  t h e  
f ir s t  d a m , n o w  u s e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e  i n  c o n n e c t io n  w i t h  t h e  f e e d e r  s y s t e m  o f  t h e  m a in  B a r g e  C a n a l;  
b u t  t h e  p a n ic  o f  1 8 3 7  p u t  a n  e n d  t o  f u r t h e r  d e v e lo p m e n t .

B e f o r e  t h e  p r o j e c t  c o u ld  b e  r e v iv e d  t h e  S y r a c u s e  a n d  A u b u r n  R a i l r o a d  w a s  p r o m o t e d ,  
a n d  f r o m  t h a t  t im e  no’ c a n a l  s p u r  e n t h u s ia s m  w a s  p e r m i t t e d  to  b e  g e n e r a t e d .

T h e  r a i lr q a d , h o w e v e r ,  r e m a in s  t o d a y  a s  w h e n  o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t ,  a  o n e - t r a c k  r o a d ;  A n d  
as t h e  N e w  Y o r k  C e n tr a l  s u b s e q u e n t ly  b u i l t  i t s  m a in  l in e  1 0  m i l e s  n o r t h  o f  A u b u r n  t h e  p r o s 
p e c t s  o f  a d o u b le  t r a c k  a r e  b e y o n d  h o p e .

A u b u r n  g r e w  s l o w l y  b u t  s u r e ly  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  w a t e r  p o w e r ,  a n d  i n  s p i t e  o f  in a d e q u a t e  r a i l  
f a c i l i t i e s ,  b u t  a s  t h e  c e n s u s  f ig u r e s  q u o t e d  a b o v e  in d ic a t e ,  t h e  d e m a n d s  f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  f a r  
e x c e e d  t h e  s u p p ly ,  a n d  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  f a c e s  e c o n o m ic  s t r a n g u la t io n  u n le s s  r e l i e f  i s  a f fo r d e d .

S t i r r e d  b y  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  in d u c e d  t h e  L e g i s la t u r e  to  h a v e  o u r  B a r g e  C a n a l  
S p u r  s u r v e y e d ,  a n d  S t a t e  E n g i n e e r  W i l l i a m s  r e p o r t e d  f a v o r a b l y  o n  t h e  p r o j e c t  i n  1 9 1 7 .

T h e  e n t r y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  in t o  t h e  w a r  t e m p o r a r i ly  s t o p p e d  a n y  f u r t h e r  p r o g r e s s .  
B u t  t o d a y  t h e  m a t t e r  i s  b e i n g  a g a i n  u n d e r t a k e n  w i t h  t h e  u r g e n t  s u p p o r t  n o t  o n l y  o f  a l l  l o c a l  
c i v i c  a i i d  c o m m e r c ia l  b o d ie s  b u t  b y  t h e  a d v o c a t e s  o f  im p r o v e d  w a t e r w a y s  i n  B u f f a lo ,  N e w  Y o r k  
C it y  a n d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S t a t e .

S u f f e r i n g  u n d e r  in c r e a s e d  e c o n o m ic  p r e s s u r e  t h e  p e o p le  o f  A u b u r n  s e e k  r e l i e f  n o t  o n ly  
a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  j u s t i c e  t o  t h i s  g e n e r a t io n  b u t  i n  o r d e r  to  m e e t  c o m p e t i t io n  w i t h  o u r  n e ig h b o r s  in  
t h e  f u t u r e .

ECONOMIES IN FREIGHT CHARGES.
T h e  r e p o r t  s h o w s  t h a t  4 9 2 ,1 0 2 ,1 6 0  p o u n d s  o f  in b o u n d  f r e i g h t  c o u ld  m o v e  b y  c a n a l  a t  a  

y e a r l y  s a v i n g  o f  $ 1 1 8 ,2 7 1 .1 5  a n d  t a k i n g  7 0  p e r  c e n t , o f  t h i s  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  o p e n  s e a s o n  o f  
t h e  B a r g e  C a n a l  w o u ld  b e  $ 8 2 ,7 8 9 .8 1 .

T h e  r e p o r t  s h o w s  t h a t  2 7 5 ,9 2 9 ,0 0 0  p o u n d s  o f  o u t b o u n d  f r e i g h t  c o u ld , m o v e  b y  c a n a l  a t  a  
s a v i n g  o f  $ 1 7 3 ,9 3 2 .7 5  a n d  t a k i n g  7 0  p e r  c e n t ,  o f  t h i s  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  o p e n  s e a s o n  o f  t h e  B a r g e  
C a n a l t h e  s a v i n g  w o u ld  b e  $ 1 2 1 ,7 5 2 .9 3 .

T h i s  s h o w s  a  t o t a l  s a v i n g  o n  I n b o u n d  a n d  O u tb o u n d  f r e i g h t  o f  $ 2 0 4 ,5 4 2 .7 4 .
T h e  f o r e g o i n g  r e p o r t ,  m o r e o v e r ,  l a c k s  s o m e  t a b u la t io n s  w h ic h  s o m e  s h ip p e r s ,  f o r  r e a 

s o n s  k n o w n  t o  t h e m s e lv e s ,  r e f u s e  t o  d iv u lg e .  T h e y  o m it ,  m o r e o v e r ,  a n y  f ig u r e s  f o r  h a r d  c o a l  
f o r  s h ip m e n t  b y  c a n a l .  T h e  e s t im a t e d  s & v ih g s , m o r e o v e r ,  c o u ld  b e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  in c r e a s e d  to  
t h e  l a r g e r  s h ip p e r s  i f  t h e y  w e r e  t o  o p e r a t e  t h e i r  o w n  b o a t s .  T h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  s p u r  
i s  5 0 0 ,(X)0 t o n s .

HYDRO-ELECTRIC " POWERS.
B y  t h e  e r e c t io n  o f  t h e  A u b u r n  C a n a l S p u r  a d d i t io n a l  s t o r a g e  a n d  t h e  e r e c t io n  o f  d a m s  in  

c o n n e c t io n  w i t h  t h e  C a n a l L o c k s  w i l l  p r o d u c e ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  E n g i n e e r  S i l a s  T a b e r ,  w h o  i s  b e t t e r  
in f o r m e d  t h a n  a n y  o th e r  e n g in e e r  c o n c e r n in g  t h e  O w a s c o  w a t e r s h e d  t h r o u g h  h i s  c o n n e c t io n  
w i t h  t h e  M o r a v ia  L i g h t  a n d P o w e t  C o m p a n y  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g ,  h o r s e p o w e r s ,  a s  
in d ic a t e d :  ’
•*’ ' 10,310 horsepower with 100 per cent, collection of waters

7,732 horsepower with 75 per cent, collection of waters 
5,155 horsepower with 50 per cent, collection of waters -

T h e  a v e r a g e  p r e c ip i t a t io n  f o r  t h e  p a s t  5 0  y e a r s  i s  3 6 .7 5  in c h e s .  T h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  w a t e r  
s h e d  i s  1 8 0  s q u a r e  m i le s .  T h e  la k e  a r e a  i s  1 1  s q u a r e  m i le s .  W i t h  t h i s  p r e c ip i t a t io n  a n d  c a c h -  
m e n t  a r e a , t h e r e  i s  a  t o t a l  y e a r l y  p r e c ip i t a t io n  o f  1 6 ,2 9 3 ,0 9 6 ,6 6 4  c u b ic  f e e t  o f  w a t e r .  T h e  
e v a p o r a t io n  i n  t h e  l a k e  f o r  t h e  p a s t  f o r t y  y e a r s  h a s  a v e r a g e d  3 6  in c h e s ,  m a k in g  a  t o t a l  e v a p o r a 
t i o n  f r o m  t h e  la k e  o f  9 4 9 ,8 7 2 ,0 0 0  c u b ic  f e e t .  N e g l e c t i n g  a n y  e v a p o r a t io n  f r o m  t h e  g r o u n d  t h i s  
l e a v e s  a  t o t a l  r u n -o f f  o f  1 5 ,3 4 3 ,2 2 4 ,6 6 4  c u b ic  f e e t  p e r  y e a r  o r  a n  a v e r a g e  d a i l y  r u n - o f f  o f  
4 2 ,0 3 6 ,2 3 2  c u b ic  f e e t  Or 4 8 6 .5 3  c u b ic  f e e t  p e r  s e c o n d .

E n g in e e r  T a b e r  a l s o  c o m p u t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  1 9 0 0  H . P .  a d d i t io n a l  g e n e r a t e d  i n  t h e  
M o r a v ia  v a l l e y  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o n s e r v a t io n  o f  w a t e r  n e c e s s i t a t e d  b y  t h e  c a n a l  s p u r .

O m it t in g  t h e  v a l u e s  o f  a l l  t h e s e  w a t e r  p o w e r s  e x c e p t i n g  t h o s e  t o  b e  g e n e r a t e d  b y  c a n a l  
lo c k s  a n d  d a m s  tlie value of the canal power alone is over $300,000 per year based upon 50 per 
cent, collection of waters.

AUBURN PRISON GAINS.
A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t im e  A u b u r n  P r i s o n  s p e n d s  $ 4 6 ,0 0 0  a  y e a r  f o r  c o a l  f o r  f o u r t e e n  o ld  s t e a m  

p la n t s  to  o p e r a t e  t h e  p r i s o n  in d u s t r ie s .  I t  a l s o  p u r c h a s e s  a d d i t io n a l  e l e c t r i c  p o w e r  a n d  l i g h t  
f o r  a p p r o x im a t e ly  $ 1 3 ,0 0 0  p e r  y e a r .

O m it t in g  t h e  c o s t  o f  c o a l  t l l a t  w o u ld  b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  h e a t  t h e  p r is o n ,  i t  i s  c a l le d  u p o n  t o  
m a k e  a n  e x p e n d i t u r e  i n  e x c e s s  o f  $ 1,000 p e r  w e e k  f o r  l i g h t  a n d  p o w e r .

T h is  e n t ir e  c o s t  c o u ld  b e  e l im in a t e d  lay u s e  o f  h y d r o - e le c t r ic  p o w e r  f r o m  t h e  lo c k s  a n d
d a m s .

T h e r e  w o u ld  n o t  o n l y  b e  a l l  t b e  p o w e r  t h a t  A u b u r n  P r i s o n  i n d u s t r i e s  c o u ld  e v e r  u t i l i z e  
b u t  t h e  s u r p lu s  c o u ld  b e  p r o f i t a b ly  s o ld  b y  t h e  s t a t e  a t  t h e  s w i t c h b o a r d  as- i t  i s  n o w  s o l d  a t  
S e n e c a  F a l l s .

S i x t y  p e r  c e n t ,  o f  t h e  p o w e r  u s e d ’in  A u b u r n  c o m e s  f r o m  o u t s id e  a n d  t h e r e  i s  a n  in c r e a s 
i n g  d e m a n d  f o r  a d d i t io n a l  p o w er .- T h e  e n t ir e  s u p p ly  g e n e r a t e d  in  t h e  B a r g e  C a n a l p r o j e c t  
w o u ld  f in d  a n  im m e d ia t e  m a r k e t .

GAINS FOR AUBURN MUNICIPAL WATER SUPPLY.
T h e  e r e c t io n  o f  t h e  B a r g e  C a n a l  S p u r  t h r o u g h  i t s  w a t e r  c o n s e r v a t io n  w o u ld  f u r n i s h  s u f 

f ic ie n t  w a t e r  a b o v e  t h e  c a n a l  to  e n a b le  t h e  C i t y  o f  A u b u r n  to  s a v e  a p p r o x im a t e ly  $ 2 5 ,0 0 0  a  y e a r  
n o w  s p e n t  f o r  c o a l  t o  p u m p  t h e  w a t e r  s u p p ly  t o  t h e  c o n s u m e r s  o f  A u b u r n .

E n g i n e e r  G e o r g e  A .  L e w is  h a s  m a d e  d e t a i l e d  e s t im a t e s  s h o w in g  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a  c o n s e r v a 
t i v e  f ig u r e ,  a n d  h e  h a s  f u l l y  t e s t e d  t h e  p la n  b y  p u m p in g  t h e  e n t ir e  c i t y  w a t e r  s u p p ly  b y  w a t e r  
p o w e r  d u r in g  a  h i g h  w a t e r  p e r io d .  W i t h  t h e  c a n a l  w a t e r  c o n s e r v a t io n  t h e r e  w o u ld  b e  a d e q u a t e  
w a t e r  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e  3 6 5  d a y s  i n  t h e  y e a r .

SAVING ON NEW PLANT FOR AUBURN PRISON.
I n  a d d i t io n  .t o  t h e  s a v i n g  in  o p e r a t in g  t h e  p r i s o n  in d u s t r i e s  t h e  in t r o d u c t io n  o f  h y d r o 

e le c t r ic  p o w e r  w o u ld  o b v ia t e  t h e  p r o p o s e d  e r e c t io n  o f  a  c e n t r a l  s t e a m  p l a n t  w h ic h  S t a t e  A r c h i 
t e c t  P i l c h e r  h a s  e s t im a t e d  w i l l  c o s t  $ 7 5 0 ,0 0 0 . T h e  p r o p o s e d  c e n t r a l  s t e a m  p l a n t  i s  t o  t a k e  t h e  
p la c e  o f  f o u r t e e n  e x i s t i n g  o ld  p la n t s  w h i c h  r e q u ir e  c o n s t a n t  r e p a ir s  a n d  r e p la c e m e n t s  a n d  t a k e  
u p  c o n s id e r a b le  s p a c e  w i t h i n  t h e  p r i s o n  w a l l s  a s  w e l l  a s  r e q u ir in g  t h e  s e r v ic e  o f  a p p r o x im a t e ly  
s e v e n t y - f iv e  m e n .

B y  t h e  in t r o d u c t io n  o f  h y d r o - e le c t r ic  p o w e r  g e n e r a t e d  b y  t h e  O w a s c o  R i v e r  a n d  o w n e d  
b y  t h e  s t a t e  t h e  p r i s o n  in d u s t r i e s  c o u ld  b e  m o d e r n iz e d  a n d  m a d e  in c r e a s .‘' \ £r ly  p r o f i ta b le .

POWER GAINS ABOVE THE SPUR. t
I n  a d d i t io n  to  a l l  o f  t h e  a b o v e  g a i n s  e n u m e r a t e d  t h e r e  w i l l  a ls o  b e  c o n s id e r a b le  in c r e a s e  

in  t h e  p o w e r  s i t e s  i n  t h e  w a t e r s h e d  a b o v e  t h e  c a n a l  s p u r .
T h e s e  r a n g e  i n  h e a d  f r o m  8 .8 7  f e e t  t o  n e a r l y  2 0 0  f e e t ,  a n d  i n  t h e  a g g r e g a t e  w i l l  p r o d u c e  

m o r e  t h a n  6 ,0 0 0  H .  P .
U n d e r  e x i s t i n g  c o n d i t io n s  t h e  u n c o n t r o l l e d  w a t e r s  v a r y  i n  f lo w  fro ^ a  3 7  c u b ic  f e e t  p e r  

s e c o n d  i n  d r y  s e a s o n s  to  a s  h i g h  a s  3 ,0 0 0  c u b ic  f e e t  p e r  s e c o n d  i n  f lo o d .
O b v io u s ly  t h e y  c a n n o t  b e  p r o f i t a b ly  u t i l i z e d  u n d e r  s u c h  c o n d i t io n s ,  a n d  t h e  e r e c t io n  o f  

t h e  c a n a l  s p u r  w o u ld  e n f o r c e  t h e  w a t e r  c o n s e r v a t io n  w h ic h  o n l y  t h e  s t a t e  c a n  o r ig in a t e  a n d  
m a in t a in .  v

These benefits would enable the entire district to be developed and would make also a 
considerable economic gain to the people of the Finger Lake region as a result of the erection 
of the Auburn Barge Canal Spur.

. CONCLUSION.
“ O n e  o f  t h e  f o r e m o s t  r a i lr o a d  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  h a s  s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  t h e  r a i l r o a d s  

w e r e  h a u l in g  1 0 0  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e ir  c a p a c i t y  t h e r e  w o u ld  s t i l l  r e m a in  3 0  p e r  c e n t ,  o f  t r a f f i c  
w h ic h  t h e y  c o u ld  n o t  m o v e  a t  a l l , 5 ’ d e c la r e d  t l ie  l a t e  s u p e r in t e n d e n t  o f  p u b l i c  w o r k s  G e n . W .  W .  
W o t h e r s p o o n  i n  U t i c a  O c to b e r  1 4 , 1 9 1 7 .

V i c e  P r e s id e n t  E l i s h a  L e e  o f  t h e  P e n n s y l v a n i a  r a i l r o a d  d e c la r e d  b e f o r e  t h e  I n t e r - s t a t e  
C o m m e r c e  C o m m is s io n  i n  D e c e m b e r ,  1 9 2 1 :  “ I t  i s  m o r e  v i t a l  t h a n  t h e  r e d u c t io n  o f  f r e i g h t  
r a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  a  l a r g e  in c r e a s e  o f  t h e  v o lu m e '  o f  r a i l r o a d  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  s e r v ic e .  W e  
s h a l l  i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  b e  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  a  c o n g e s t i o n  o f  r a i l r o a d  t r a f f i c  a n d  t h e  g r e a t e s t  
in a d e q u a c y  o f  r a i lr o a d  f a c i l i t i e s  e v e r  e x p e r i e n c e d  w h e n  t h e  c o u n t r y  h a s  a  r e a l  r e v i v a l  o i  b u s i 
n e s s .  I f  w e  s h o u ld  h a v e  a  m o d e r a t e  r e v i v a l  o f  b u s in e s s  s a y  n e x t  F a l l  ( 1 9 2 2 )  w h ic h  i s  e n t i r e l y  
p o s s ib le ,  e v e n  i f  n o t  e s p e c i a l l y  in d ic a t e d  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t im e ,  t h e r e  i s  e v e r y  r e a s o n  t© b e l i e v e  
t h a t  we would experience a marked freight congestion. Nothing can more quickly check a 
wave of prosperity than the inability of railroads to handle the traffic which good times would 
create.”

. T h e  C h a ir m a n  o f  o u r  c o m m it te e ’ w r o t e  t o  t h e  h e a d s  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t s  o f  t h e  t e n  g r e a t e s t  
r a i lr o a d  s y s t e m s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  q u o t in g  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  o f  M r . L e e  a n d  they unanimously con
firmed his prediction.

P r e s i d e n t  S c h w a b  o f  t h e  B e t h le h e m  S t e e l  C o r p o r a t io n  s p e a k in g  i n  N e w  Y o r k  C i t y  r e 
c e n t l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  r a i l r o a d s  o f  A m e r ic a  would require a billion dollars a year for the next 
five years to provide them with rails, locomotives, cars and terminals necessary to handle nor
mal commerce of the country.

W a lk e r  D .  H in e s ,  f o r m e r  d ir e c t o r  g e n e r a l  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d s  d e c la r e d  b e f o r e  t h e  I n t e r 
s t a t e  C o m m e r c e  C o m m is s io n  r e c e n t ly  t h a t  6 5 %  o f  t h e  f r e i g h t  c h a r g e  i s  t h e  t e r m in a l  c h a r g e  
w h i l e  o n ly  3 5  %  o f  t h e  c o s t  c o v e r s  “ o n  t h e  r o a d . ”  H e  r e i t e r a t e d  t h e  n e e d  o f  t e r m in a l  e x p a n s io n  
t o  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  im m e d ia fte  f u t u r e .  C a n a ls  g r e a t ly  r e d u c e  t e r m in a l  c o s t s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  
f l e x i b i l i t y  o f  u n lo a d in g  c o n d i t io n s .

A l f r e d  P .  T h o m , G e n e r a l  C o u n s e l  o f  t h e  A m e r ic a n  R a i l w a y  E x e c u t i v e s ,  s p e a k in g  o f  t h e  
“ p a n ic  o f  p l e n t y ”  o f  1 9 0 7  b e f o r e  t h e  N e w la n d s  C o m m it te e  s a i d  i t  “was brought on by the in
ability of communities to deal with each otherbecause the railway facilities were inadequate.”

W h e t h e r  y o u  g o  b a c k  m o r e  t h a n  a  d e c a d e  o r  t a k e  p r e s e n t  c o n d i t io n s ,  t h e  e v id e n c e  i s  o v e r 
w h e lm in g  t h a t  r a i l  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  i s  w o e f u l l y  in a d e q u a t e ,  a n d  t h a t  w a t e r  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  m u s t  
b e  u t i l i z e d .  '

W i t h  a n  e c o n o m ic  g a i n  o f  u p w a r d s  o f  $ 6 0 0 ,0 0 0  a  y e a r  t h e  A u b u r n  B a r g e  C a n a l  S p u r  i s  
j u s t i f i e d  b o t h  a s  a  p r o f i t a b le  f e e d e r  t o  t h e  N e w  Y o r k  S t a t e  B a r g e  C a n a l s y s t e m ,s a n d  a s  t h e  
r e m o v a l  o f  a  s e r io u s  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  d i s c r im in a t io n  a g a in s t  A u b u r n  a n d  i n  f a v o r  o f  a l l  i t s  s u r 
r o u n d in g  c i t i e s . .

With the entire nation stirred as never before in our history to improve waterways, and 
with Canada menacing our commercial supremacy at this time it is urgent that the* Empire 
State prove both to the West and to Canada that we intend to complete our Barge Canal system 
and to;utilize it to its full capacity for the benefit of the people of New York State as well as 
for those outside of the Empire State!
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